
COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN

Brisbane Hockey Association Inc
Version: 1.1

Brisbane Hockey Association Inc
Office Address:

State Hockey Centre

400-420 Lytton Road

COLMSLIE Q 4170

Postal Address:

PO Box 503

MORNINGSIDE Q 4170

President: Todd Fuller

Treasurer: Ron Marsden General Secretary: Kim Rendell

Email: secretary@bha.org.au

Website: www.bha.org.au

Office Ph: +617 3899 4399

Facebook: Brisbane01

https://www.bha.org.au/main/
mailto:secretary@bha.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Brisbane01


Table of Content

Introduction......................................................................................................................................... 3

Key Principles.....................................................................................................................................3

Key Principles.....................................................................................................................................3

Responsibilities under this Plan........................................................................................................5

Return to Sport Arrangements...........................................................................................................5

AIS Framework Arrangements..................................................................................................6

Roadmap to a COVIDSafe Australia.........................................................................................7

Recovery.............................................................................................................................................. 7

Appendix: Outline of Return to Sport Arrangements.......................................................................8

Part 1 – Sport Operations..........................................................................................................8

Part 2 – Facility Operations.....................................................................................................11

Part 3 – Return to Play Guidelines Under Stage 3 Restrictions...............................................12

Document Control
Version Date Details / Author Distribution

0.1 01/06/20 Initial drafting by KR (General Secretary) BHA Director T Comerford for review 
and addition

0.2 03/06/20 Additions by TC following review BHA Board for review
1.0 08/06/20 BHA Board Approval of document
1.1 10/07/20 Updated to reflect the lifting of Phase 3 

restrictions and return to sport by TC, LF 
& KR.

BHA Board
HQ
BHA Website



1. Introduction
The purpose of this document (Plan) is to provide an overarching plan for the implementation and management 
of procedures by Brisbane Hockey Association Inc (BHA) to support BHA and its Affiliated Clubs, members 
and participants in the staged resumption of community sport and club activities.

The arrangements set out in this Plan are intended to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 among members, 
participants, coaches, officials, administrators/volunteers, visitors, families and the broader community. The 
Plan provides the framework to govern the general operation of BHA, including Competitions at the facilities it 
uses, the behaviour of all members and participants when playing/training and the monitoring and reporting of 
the health of attendees at BHA and affiliated Club facilities.

This Plan includes, but is not limited to, the conduct of:

a. staged training and competition activities (sport operations); and

b. hired facilities and their supporting operations where applicable.

At all times the Plan is subject to all regulations, guidelines and directions of government and public health 
authorities. 

2. Key Principles

This Plan is based on, and accepts,
 Hockey Queensland (HQ) Return to Play Guidelines;
 the AIS Framework for Rebooting Sport in a COVID-19 Environment (AIS Framework) and;
 the National Principles for the Resumption of Sport and Recreation Activities (National Principles)

Under stage 3, sport competition and revenue generating activities such as running a canteen, can recommence 
under the updated industry plan. The Plan also accepts as key principles that:

 The health and safety of members, participants, coaches, officials, administrators/volunteers, visitors, 
families and the broader community is the number one priority;

 Members, participants, coaches, officials, administrators/volunteers, families and the broader community 
need to be engaged and briefed on the Brisbane Hockey Association’s return to sport plans;

 Facilities have in place appropriate plans developed by the relevant venue operators to accommodate 
upgraded hygiene protocols, physical distancing and other measures to mitigate the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19;

 Training cannot resume   until the arrangements for sport operations and facility operations are finalised and 
approved, if necessary; and

 At every stage of the return to sport process BHA must consider and apply all applicable State and Territory 
Government and local restrictions and regulations. BHA needs to be prepared for any localised outbreak at 
our facilities, within our competitions or in the local community.

The Plan is guided by the following principles:

Contact - Full contact is permitted on the field of play similar to pre-COVID contact activities. At all times, 
participants, coaches, officials, trainers, and spectators are to observe social distancing requirements and 
undertake sound hygiene activities (i.e. Sanitation) as detailed in the relevant approved Industry COVID Safe 
plan.

Facility Capacity – The total number of people to attend training, competition and events is to be based on the 
social distancing standard of one person per four-square meters. Group segmentation and buffer zones will be 
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used to limit co-mingling. Risks will also be managed through mandatory record keeping, which could include 
the use of technology (e.g. movement tracking Apps, ticket purchasing).

Facility Usage – All elements of community sport, recreation and fitness facilities to be accessible in line with 
relevant health guidelines and directives. Including revenue generation activities (ie. Canteens) to resume and 
use of all facilities required for training and competition (change rooms).

Events – Activities are to resume including championships, markets, carnivals, and gala days. The total number 
of people allowed to attend an event will be based on the social distancing standards of one person per four-
square meters. Whole of Government event principles are to be applied in addition to measures to reduce co-
mingling between groups.

Stadia – Crowds to return to stadia with strict social distancing measures and hygiene practices remaining 
central to COVID Safe Plans for stadia, in line with Public Health Directives. Crown capacity will be limited 
and based on the social distancing standard of one person per four-square meters. Group segmentation and 
buffering measures will be used to reduce co-mingling.

Industry COVID Safe Plans – All activity is to be conducted in accordance with relevant Industry and Stadia 
COVID Safe Plan and Public Health Directives. This includes organisations detailing how all persons at the 
activity / facility will be tracked, and traced, including spectators.

The BHA Board of Management are committed to delivering a safe, enjoyable and successful hockey season in 
2020. To help us get back o the hockey pitch in accordance with the State Government direction, we have been 
liaising with our affiliated State and national governing bodies (Hockey Qld and Hockey Australia) and utilising
the AIS Framework for Rebooting Sport in a Covid-19 Environment principles and the Hockey Australia Return
to Play Framework to develop the Return to Hockey Guidelines (the Guidelines). As the Guidelines continue to 
evolve relying on updated direction by relevant authorities, BHA will state the date of when the document was 
last updated and version number.

In the event there are changes which will have a material impact on our Association’s guidelines or operations, 
BHA will highlight these changes in a summary document and distribute to affiliated clubs and members 
existing communication means (i.e. Email, Website, Facebook, etc). 
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3. Responsibilities under this Plan 

BHA retains the overall responsibility for the effective management and implementation of the return to sport 
activities and operations outlined in this Plan. 
The Board of BHA is responsible for:

 Approving the Plan and overseeing the implementation of the arrangements in the Plan; and

 Revising the Plan as required, ensuring it reflects up to date information from government and public health 
officials.

 Communicating the Plan and any revisions to Affiliated Clubs for their disbursement to all their players, 
officials, families, and club members

The Board has appointed the following person as the Association COVID-19 Safety Coordinator to oversee the 
delivery of the Plan and to act as a point of contact for information relating to this Plan:

Name Kim Rendell, BHA General Secretary

Contact Email secretary@bha.org.au

Contact Number 0409 873 916

BHA expects all members, participants, coaches, officials, administrative staff and volunteers to:

 Comply with the health directions of government and public health authorities as issued from time to time;

 Understand and act in accordance with this Plan as amended from time to time;

 Comply with any testing and precautionary measures implemented by the Brisbane Hockey Association; 

 Act with honesty and integrity in regard to the state of their personal health and any potential symptoms; and

 Monitor their health and take a cautious approach to self-isolation and reporting of potential symptoms.

 Comply with each of the venues COVID-19 Safety Management Plans.

 Report any breach of defined process under this plan to BHA Office &/or respect venue management.

 Report any person who has fall-in sick or tested positive for COVID-19 immediately to their Club and BHA 
Office.

In addition, BHA will also be responsible to:

 Maintain a record of any reported breaches to them of this Plan and actions taken

 Conduct periodical audits of compliance with this Plan and of venue operators plans

 Ensure that all affiliated clubs and playing venues have current COVID-19 Safety Management Plans

4. Return to Sport Arrangements

As at the date of this Plan, no Association or Affiliated Club training or playing is permitted in keeping with 
Level A of the AIS Framework. The Plan outlines specific sport requirements that Brisbane Hockey Association
will implement for Level B and Level C of the AIS Framework.

Brisbane Hockey Association will transition to the training activity and facility use as outlined in Level B of the 
AIS Framework and the training/competition activities and facility use outlined in Level C of the AIS 
Framework when permitted under local restrictions and regulations.
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1. AIS Framework Arrangements

The protocols for conducting sport operations and facility operations under Level B and Level C of the AIS 
Framework are set out in the Appendix.

2. Roadmap to a COVIDSafe Australia

Brisbane Hockey Association will also comply with the Australian government’s Roadmap to a COVIDSafe 
Australia, and the Queensland Roadmap to easing restrictions which places limits on the type of activity that can
be conducted and the number of people who can gather at facilities. 

5. Recovery

When public health officials determine that the outbreak has ended in the local community, Brisbane Hockey 
Association will consult with relevant authorities to identify criteria for scaling back its COVID-19 prevention 
actions. Brisbane Hockey Association will also consider which protocols can remain to optimise good public 
and participant health.

At this time the Board of Brisbane Hockey Association will consult with key stakeholders to review the delivery
of its return to sport arrangements and use feedback to improve organisational plans and systems.
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Appendix: Outline of Return to Sport Arrangements 

Part 1 – Sport Operations

Brisbane Hockey Association Inc.

Area Plan Requirements (for activities under AIS Framework Level B) Plan Requirements (for activities under AIS Framework Level C)

Approvals The Association must obtain the following approvals to allow a return 
to training at Level B:

 State Government approval of the resumption of community sport.

 Relaxation of public gathering restrictions to enable training to 
occur.

 Venue owner/operator approval to training at venue.

 State sporting body (HQ) approval of return to training for 
community sport.

 Association Board has given approval for clubs to return to 
training.

 Insurance arrangements confirmed to cover training.

The Association must obtain the following approvals to allow a return 
to training/competitions at Level C:

 Relaxation of public gathering restrictions to enable 
training/competitions to occur.

 Venue owner /operator approval to training/competition at venue.

 State sporting body (HQ) approval of return to training/competitions
for community sport.

 Association Board has given approval for clubs to return to training/
competitions.

 Insurance arrangements confirmed to cover competition.

Training 
Processes

Clubs are to provide a COVID-19 Safety Plan for training for 
approval by the Association Board. The plan should cover:

 Club to emphasise AIS Framework principle of “Get in, train, get 
out” – arrive ready to train.

 Length and scheduling of training sessions to reduce overlap.

 Clearly outline nature of training permitted (e.g. small groups to 
train and for team meetings, equipment/skill drills able to be used, 
certain sport activities not permitted during Level B training, no 
contact including high fives/hand shaking, no socialising or group 
meals).

 Defined training areas for each training group, maintaining base 

AIS Framework principles – full sporting activity that can be conducted
in groups of any size (subject to COVIDSafe Roadmap) including full 
contact.

 Consider maintaining some small group separation at training.

 Limit unnecessary social gatherings.

 Clearly outline nature of training permitted. 

 Advise access to treatment from support staff.

 Sanitising requirements continue from Level B.

 Treatment of shared equipment continues from Level B.

 Personal hygiene encouraged (e.g. wash hands prior to training, no 
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density requirement of 4 square metres per person and physical 
distancing (>1.5 metres).

 Sanitising requirements, including use of sanitising stations.

 Treatment of shared equipment (e.g. sanitise equipment before, 
during, after sessions) and use of such equipment to be limited.

 No sharing of personal equipment.

 Personal hygiene encouraged (e.g. wash hands prior to training, no 
spitting or coughing).

 Guidance for travel arrangements (e.g. physical distancing on 
public transport, limit car pool/taxi/Uber use).

 Training attendance register kept.

 Compliance with venue COVID-19 Safety Management Plans

 All personnel attending Club training sessions must be registered 
in the revolutioniseSPORT database.

spitting or coughing).

 Training/playing attendance register kept.

 Compliance with venue COVID-19 Safety Management Plans

 All personnel attending Club training sessions must be registered in 
the revolutioniseSPORT database.

Competitions There will not be competition fixtures during Level B. For Level C the Association will create competition fixtures in 
accordance with its Rules and with modifications that will allow the 
protocols and requirements for Level C to be maintained. The 2020 
BHA Competition Rules & Requirements document will be amended 
accordingly and made available to Clubs and posted on the Association 
Website.

 All participants of BHA Fixtures will be required to observe the 
venue rules and protocols as published by the respective venues.

 All participants will be subject to the direction of staff and 
volunteers of the venues.

 For the purposes of participating in fixtures all personnel are 
required to be registered in the revolutioniseSPORT database. This 
will include Manages, Coaches, Sports Trainers, etc.

 Compliance with venue COVID-19 Safety Management Plans plus 
BHA Competition Rules and Requirements including the following:

– limits for the number of people in the playing field dugouts;
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– Players are required to arrive at the venue for their match already
dressed. At some/most venues Goalkeepers may be provided 
with a designated area to dress.

– Entry and exist protocols will be defined in association with the 
venue operators in order to provide isolation from participants of 
previous and next matches.

– Points of entry and departure will be clearly marked by the venue
operator and must be adhered to by all fixture participants.

– When a match concludes participants will be required to leave 
the playing surface immediately.

– Team meetings will not be permitted within venues. However, 
many venues have adjoining grassed areas where meetings may 
be possible provided the usual distancing rules are observed.

Personal health The Association requests Clubs advise their participants the detailed 
specifics of personal health protocols covering:

 Graded return to sport to avoid injury.

 Advice to players, coaches, volunteers to not attend if unwell 
(including any signs/symptoms of cold, flu, COVID-19 or other 
illness).

 Washing of hands prior to, during and after training and use of 
hand sanitiser where available.

 Avoid physical greetings (i.e. hand shaking, high fives etc.).

 Avoid coughing, clearing nose, spitting etc.

 Launder own training uniform and wash personal equipment.

The Association requests Clubs advise their participants the detailed 
specifics of personal health protocols covering:

 Requirements continue from Level B.

Hygiene The Association requests Clubs to observe:

 Any safe hygiene protocols distributed by national/state sporting 
body or local association that will be adopted by the Association.

 Guidelines for sanitisation and cleaning, including requirements 
for sanitisation stations.

 Compliance with venue COVID-19 Safety Management Plans

The Association requests Clubs to observe:

 Hygiene and cleaning measures to continue from Level B.
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Communications Communications by the Association to Clubs, players, coaches, 
members, volunteers and families is important. Examples include:

 The promotion of good personal hygiene practices in and around 
training sessions and in Club facilities including hygiene Level B 
protocols and reinforcement of hand washing and general hygiene 
etiquette.

 The endorsement of government COVIDSafe app and 
encouragement to players, coaches, members, volunteers and 
families to download and use the App.

 Details of how individuals can access mental health and well-being
counselling services.

Such communications will be via:

 Emails to Club Secretaries for circulation to Club membership;

 Posts on the Association Website;

 Posts on Facebook; or any other means deemed appropriate.

Communications by the Association to Clubs, players, coaches, 
members, volunteers and families to continue and include: 

 The promotion of good personal hygiene practices in and around 
training sessions and in Club facilities including hygiene Level C 
protocols and reinforcement of hand washing and general hygiene 
etiquette.

 Continued endorsement of government COVIDSafe App and 
encouragement to players, coaches, members, volunteers and 
families to download and use app.

 How individuals can access mental health and wellbeing counselling
services.

Communications will continue via:

 Emails to Club Secretaries for circulation to Club membership;

 Posts on the Association Website;

 Posts on Facebook; or any other means deemed appropriate.
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Part 2 – Facility Operations

All BHA Affiliated Clubs and their members must comply with each of the various hockey playing fields COVID-19 Safety Management Plans.

Venue Owner / Operator Management Plan Links
State Hockey Centre Hockey Queensland PDF

 
Burringbar Park Brisbane Hockey Management Group Inc. PDF

Easts Hockey Tiger Turf Eastern Suburbs Hockey Club Inc. PDF

Redcliffe Hockey Centre Redcliffe Leagues Hockey Club Inc. PDF

University of Queensland UQ Sport Page

Gold Coast Hockey Centre Gold Coast Hockey Management Group Inc. Page

Colmslie Grass Bulimba Hockey Club Page

Shaw Park Valley Hockey Club Inc. PDF

Finsbury Park Commercial Hockey Club Inc. PDF

Dorrington Park Northern Suburbs Hockey Club Inc. PDF

James Drysdale Reserve Pine Hills Hockey Club PDF
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https://www.bha.org.au/main/media/covid-19/venues/COVID-19-Safety-Plan_Pine_Hills_Hockey_V_2_7_6_20.pdf
http://commercialhockeyclub.majestri.com.au/hosted/org/78/docs/fbd4839b/CHC%20Finsbury%20Park%20-%20COVID%20Safety%20Managment%20Plan.%20Stage%203.V2.%208%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.valleyhockey.com.au/hosted/org/103/docs/8bbb0b67/VHC%20Covid%20Safe%20Plan%20V3.pdf
http://nsjwhc.org.au/hosted/org/140/docs/da0c3d94/NSHC%20COVID%20Safety%20Management%20Plan%20(Stage%20Two)%20Rev%201.0.pdf
https://bulimbabulls.majestri.com.au/wspClubNews.aspx
https://www.gchmg.org/covid.html
https://uqsport.com.au/covidsafe
http://www.redcliffehockey.org.au/hosted/org/151/docs/6362837e/20200706%20RLHC-COV-001%20-%20rev2%20Safety%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastshockey.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EHTT_COVID_Safety_Managment_Plan_V3_Return_to_Fixtures.pdf
https://www.brishockey.org.au/media/docs/BHMG_-_BP_-_Stage_3_-COVID_Safety_Managment_Plan_V2.0_080720.pdf
http://hockeyqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Return-To-Play-Guidelines-Under-Stage-3-Restrictions.pdf


Part 3 – Return to Play Guidelines Under Stage 3 Restrictions 

Competition Rules Update 

As Community Hockey commences, Hockey Australia has provided some guidelines and recommendations that competitions can implement/amend as necessary to 
meet the various State and Association competition and venue requirements (these are detailed below). Hockey Queensland is supportive of the penalties outlined in the
Spitting and Bushman’s Blow as stated below and this document serves as a directive to all Associations. 

Remember: 

 This is new and different for us. 
 It is new and different for the people we will interact with - teams / players / spectators / officials / venues 
 Any appointed official needs to help others understand the new environment and get on the same page. 

Start of Match 

Current Rule 6.1 – a coin is tossed: the team which wins the toss has the choice of which goal to attack in the first two quarters of the match or to start the match with a 
centre pass. 

Updated Rule 6.1 –
Turf Games: Coin Toss will not be required. Team in dugout to the left of the tech bench gets the ball first and defends the goal which is closest to their dugout. Swap 
for second half. 

Grass Games: The team listed first on the draw gets the ball first and defends the goal on the left as the teams look at the field. Swap for second half. 

Spitting and Bushman’s Blow 

Spitting and bushman nose blowing (blowing your nose without a handkerchief or tissues etc) is a practice that unfortunately occurs in our sport and must stop as it 
poses a significant risk to other participants. 

Updated Rule - A minimum of a Green card (2 min suspension) to be issued to any player or participant caught spitting or bushman nose blowing on the field / playing
surface. Repeat offenders (i.e. player (s) offending more than once) to be shown a yellow card (10 min suspension). 
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The above competition rule emphasises the need for players/officials to refrain from spitting on the turf/playing surface. Greater safety concerns are now evident and as 
players often slide on the turf which can cause open grazes on knees / elbows, it is incumbent on our Associations to enforce further protection measures for player 
well-being. 

Team Managers and other team/club officials should ensure that their players understand this behaviour is also unacceptable in team benches and change rooms. 
Respect for all teams and their well-being requires team benches and change rooms to be kept as clean as possible to provide the best protection for all. 

Enforcement of the Spitting and Bushman’s Blow updated rule is in addition to the “Blood Policy” which all Associations would have in their Competition Rules. 

Communication Pre-Match - Umpires 

Umpires to address the Captains, prior to the commencement of the match, to ensure they are aware of the penalties for breach of the Spitting and Bushman’s Blow 
updated rule. This communication would serve as the “warning to players” and for subsequent offences the penalties will be applied. 

It is also timely to reinforce with all players and team officials that players do NOT remain on the field with open wounds. Players must leave the field and have the 
bleeding stopped and the wound covered before they can retake the field. 

Temporary Suspensions 

Current Rule – suspended players to serve their suspension in the designated area in the technical bench. 

Updated Directive - Where technical officials and benches are in use – Suspended players should be situated in their own team dugouts and not on communal chairs or 
in the tech bench. TO is to still time the suspension period, directing the player when they can re-enter the match. All other suspension rules apply. 

Players Protective Equipment (on field umpires) 

The sharing of protective equipment among teammates creates a greater risk for the spread of COVID-19 through the close proximity these items have to a player’s’ 
respiratory system. 

Updated Directive – All protective equipment, including face masks, gloves and any other defensive PC equipment to be used are NOT to be shared under any 
circumstances. Accordingly, defenders at penalty corners will need to have their own identified equipment (e.g. coloured permanent marking with either tape or paint) 
to be allocated and worn solely by themselves. Due to these changes defensive players are now going to need sufficient time to identify and put on their own protective 
equipment. Umpires need to allow players acceptable time to do this. Umpires must still proactively manage the PC set up process. Goalkeepers should also not be 
collecting protective equipment in a single bag at the end of half and full-time. Players must be responsible for taking their own protective equipment onto the field and 
moving it at half and full-time. 

Brisbane Hockey Association Inc



Given the seriousness of the COVID-19 issue within our Community, it would be disappointing if there was any need for further action than detailed above. Team 
Officials are asked to provide their total support to this action for the safety of all Hockey members. 

Checking In and Out at Venues 

Players / Coaches / Managers  / Umpires / BHA Technical Officers – all participants in a match must be registered in revSPORT and have their names accurately 
recorded in Team Match Books.  There is no need for them to check-in using Eva Check-in unless they are present at the venue before or remain after the match. 

Club Judges / First Aid / Spectators / All other Visitors – are to check-in using whatever means the respective venue operators require. Brisbane venues currently 
require visitors check-in using the Eva Check-in QR Code system. As noted above, match participants that choose to remain after a match must also check-in.

State Hockey Centre Field 1 (Zone 1) – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4022xbdk

State Hockey Centre Field 2 (Zone 2) – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/0xkka

Colmslie Grass Fields (SHC Zone 3) – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4022xbpu

Burringbar Park – Eva Check-in QR code or via link- https://my.evacheckin.com/4070xdyp

Easts Hockey Tiger Turf – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4078xzwa

Uni of Qld (UQ4/5) – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4946xxrz

Redcliffe Hockey Centre – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4084xcvg 

Gold Coast Hockey Centre – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/0xvrh

Shaw Park – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/6488xrhl

Finsbury Park – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/6671xjaa

Dorrington Park – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/0xttt

James Drysdale Reserve – Eva Check-in QR code or via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4086xtli 
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